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party that offered her the greatest inducements.
Napoleon did offer her two-fifths of the spoils
after he should have dismembered Prussia; but
that could not balance the loss of independence
should a Napoleonic kingdom be formed to the
north of her and a duchy of Warsaw to the east.

Metternich, on June 26th, held an interview with
Napoleon at Dresden that lasted for nine long
hours. It was the stormiest interview that
can be imagined. The French Emperor allowed
himself to be carried away by passion to the ex-
tent of declaring to his father-in-law's representa-
tive that he regretted his whole connection with
Austria, including the marriage with Marie
Louise! He would not listen for a moment to
Austria's proposal for a peace contingent on the
abandonment of a good part of Prance's con-
quests in Europe and the dissolution of the Grand
Duchy of Warsaw.

All the same at Reichenbach on the following
day these terms were definitively formulated
and Austria agreed, should they not have been
accepted by Napoleon on July 2Oth at the latest,
to join the allies and declare war against France.

This treaty of Reichenbach of July 27th did
not, indeed, go nearly as far as Prussia could have
desired; for it did not require the dissolution of the
Rhine Confederation or the return to Prussia of
all, or of even nearly all, of the land she had lost.
But it was a step towards the final goal. Austria
would take part in the war, that was the main